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Summary: City Slums-Megacity Problems
More are people moving to the city thinking that life there is favorable. Little do they know that the situation in the cities may be much worse compared to their rural homes. According to the video, the trend in which people are moving to the cities in search of a better life is unstoppable. This tends to raise an alarm on the measures that need to be taken into place to ensure that the cities can house the thousands of people moving in every day.  It is estimated that in a week 1 million people move from rural areas to cities (rtaylorsmith, 2014). This makes pressure to be building on the living conditions in the city leading to an estimation of about 1 billion squatters in the world who live in slums.
Dharavi is a good example of a city where more than half of Mumbai city population that live there live in slums. According to the statistics, Mumbai (Bombay) has about 10 million people. The surprising thing is that the slums in the city only covers 6 percent but houses more than 6 million people. Dharavi slum, Mumbai is among the largest slums in according to world ranking. There are always 1 million people with 2 square kilometers (rtaylorsmith, 2014). It remains unclear how the government paves way for illegal settlements in the slums. To be specific on the living conditions in Dharavi, it is a slum lacking most of the essential things like proper housing, safe drinking water and working sewerage making the place a hell to live. Due to inadequate housing, 400 people are supposed to share one toilet. For people here to earn a living they make use of the little they have to earn a living. Some of the economic activities that take place here include repairing tattered shoes to recycling everything and anything available. 
The most fascinating thing about the slum dwellers is that they run the city of Mumbai. If they decide to go on a hoard then the whole city would go on a standstill. They don't only board the trains but also run them. Besides, the slum dwellers go out of their way to undertake any economic activity along the railway lines. It is estimated that 6 million of the slum dwellers from Dharavi board the train where boarding is their life as they squeeze inside to get some space (rtaylorsmith, 2014). On the other hand, thousands of people from the countryside arrive every day in the city in search of a better life not knowing the exiting devastating conditions in the slums.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Due to urbanization, more slums will be demolished in near future. This leaves residents at no person mercy of where they will live after demolition since the settlements are illegal. Slums in central Mumbai are at the mercy of the booming real estate companies going hand in hand with India's neck-breaking economy (rtaylorsmith, 2014). The governments collaborate with private developers in a public-private collaboration. The developers can take as much land as possible only if they promise to erect houses for people living in slums. The sad thing about it is that the private developers, in turn, build houses for the slum dwellers further and further outside the city where no slum dwellers want to live. 
Some of the private developers who have been permitted by the government to develop Dharavi slums want to establish a revolution. Not only will they build houses for the slum dwellers but also they construct tourist attraction sites which can be a source of income in developing the slum. There are underlaid plans by one of the private developers with a program, slum-free Mumbai 2020 (rtaylorsmith, 2014). This plan is to ensure that they make Mumbai city free of slums but year 2020 only if the government will offer maximum cooperation as agreed between the two parties. Also, the plan consists of making Mumbai a world-class city where nay investor in the world would want to come and invest in.
On the other hand, there are activists groups such as slum dwellers federation of India who oppose the private developers and the government plans of deciding the fate of where slum dwellers should live (rtaylorsmith, 2014). Besides, not only they fight for the slum dwellers' rights but also build houses for the slum dwellers. However, the douses are too far from the town making people who previously worked in the city unemployed. Consequently, the houses are built too close thus making the sewerage system leak all over the place due to congestion.
Rio de Janeiro in Brazil is another place experiencing slum issues. One-third of the people who work in the city live in the slopes of Ipanema. They live in dangerous steep hillsides. People live here since they have no alternative. They build their houses and sell their roof for other people to build. The sequence goes on and on up to the eighth story. Although the settlements are also illegal they have no alternative since they want to live near the city where they work (rtaylorsmith, 2014). Here people won the right to the land and not the land itself. Here people do not pay rent or tax to the government. Also, they do not pay electricity bills. Another ill practice taking place in the slums is drug trafficking. Gunshots are the order of the day as police try to apprehend the traffickers. 
Nevertheless, both Rio de Janeiro and Mumbai are taking some measures to solve the existing problems. In preventing youths to engage in drug trafficking there have been some music groups organized which fund music and dance projects. Also, young people are being taught by private organizations to be tour guilds as a way to earn a living. Again, there are private schools which teach both children and adults language skills which in turn improve the level of education in the slums. This helps to keep children away from the streets at the mercy of drug traffickers. Back in Mumbai, those individuals who are lucky to be educated and work in big offices act as a voice for the illegal residents in the slums (rtaylorsmith, 2014). Women also form small micro-lending agencies where they save and in turn lend to individuals at a profit. Last but not least Bombay film movies have been able to nurture talents deep from the slums and help them be notable people in society. Despite the actions taken into place, there is still long way to go as far as solving the slum issue is concerned both in Rio de Janeiro and Mumbai India.
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